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WILLIAM L. PORTER, FAIA

Early in Porter’s career he worked for world-renowned architect, Louis I. Kahn of Philadelphia where he developed his interests in the integrity of building and in the quality of its spaces and light.  As urban designer he carried out studies of major areas for the new Venezuelan city, Ciudad Guayana. While associated with Carr, Lynch, Hack and Sandell he developed a master plan for a mixed-use community for the campus of the New York Hospital in White Plains New York, and the master plan for the Tanglewood Music Center of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. At Tanglewood he designed twelve new campus buildings, seven renovations, and all site improvements to realize the master plan. 

An accomplished pianist, Porter has a keen interest in performance spaces and has built a reputation in both design and consulting capacities for a variety of performing arts organizations. In addition to his work with the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Porter provided design advisory services for the Kravis Center in West Palm Beach, Florida. Porter led the master planning and design project for the music campus at Apple Hill in Keene, New Hampshire. The project includes a renovation of the performing space and renovations and additions to the administrative and support buildings. He was principal in charge of the Relocation Studies for The Boston Conservatory and was also the principal in charge of the recently completed Federal Reserve Bank of Boston project where he was led the planning and urban design efforts for the seven-acre downtown site along with the design of the new security building fronting Fort Point Channel. 

In the role of design advisor, Porter has participated in several important urban projects in Boston including Rowes and Fosters Wharf, Post Office Square Park, and Beth Israel's new Clinic building at Longwood and Brookline Avenues, and since 1985 he has been a member of the Architectural Advisory Board for University Circle in Cleveland. Porter   was Co-Chairman of the Artery Business Committee's design review committee for the air rights of the new Central Artery/Tunnel Project (CA/T) in Boston. Subsequently he was co-chairman of the Boston 2000 Working Group’s Task Force on Land Use and Urban Design for the review of the CA/T, and before that, co-chair of a committee to review the architectural infrastructure of the CA/T project for the Secretary of Transportation.  Porter was Chairman of the Designer Selection Board, Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 1979, and in 1980 was President of the National Architectural Accreditation Board. 

Porter is currently Leventhal Professor of Architecture Emeritus at MIT. He was Dean of the MIT School of Architecture and Planning from 1971-1981.  He co-founded ‘Places, A Quarterly Journal of Environmental Design’.  In 1979 he brought the Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture to MIT, and served as a Steering Committee Member of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture from 1977-87.  Porter has taught architectural and urban design studios, including, in the mid-80’s, the ‘Design for Development’ studio, at the MIT Real Estate Center.  From 1990-2004 he led the Design Technology graduate program and gave seminars in design theory and methods at the MIT School of Architecture and Planning.  Porter has also been carrying out research on how architectural and urban spaces can best reflect and support the changing nature of work, changes which result from contemporary shifts in the technology, organization and geographic dispersion of work. 
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EDUCATION

Porter was educated at Yale University where he received the Bachelor of Arts and Master of Architecture degrees and at MIT where he received a Ph.D. in Urban Studies and Planning.  He has been member of the Board of Overseers, College of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania, 1977-85, the Board of Overseers, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 1992-94, and the Board of Trustees, Milton Academy, Milton, Massachusetts from 1991 to 2003.

____________________________________________________________________________________
REGISTRATIONS:

National Council of Architectural Registration Boards #8120

State of Massachusetts #4026
____________________________________________________________________________________

AWARDS AND PUBLICATIONS:

Design Representation, Co-editors: Gabriela Goldschmidt and William L. Porter, Springer Verlag, 2004 

Facilities Engineering and Management Handbook, Co-editors: Paul R. Smith, Anand K. Seth, Roger Wessel, David L. Stymiest, William L. Porter, and Mark W. Neitlich. McGraw Hill, 2001

Excellence by Design: Transforming Workplace and Work Practice, Turid Horgen, Michael Joroff, William Porter and Donald Schön, John Wiley & Sons, 1999









